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⇒ NOTA BENE:  WHAT CHANGED?  THE LEGACY OF THE FOUNDERS:    
When our form of classical education was refined in 18th century America, it produced some of the 
greatest thinkers, scientists, pastors and leaders who ever lived:  Washington, Adams, Jefferson, 
Franklin, Madison and Hamilton - to name a few.  American novelist and classicist, John Gardner, 
commented, “At the time this nation was formed, our population stood at around 3 million…and 
produced…six leaders of world class – Washington, et al.  Today, our population stands at 245 
million, so we might expect at least…480 world-class leaders.  Where are they?”  He asks a valid 
question.  What changed?  In 19th century America, educators adapted education to meet the needs of 
immigrants.  Later, the technological push of the 1950’s put yet another face on education – training 
technologists.  The irony?  Classical education accomplishes all of these goals better than what 
replaced it.  It prepares students for life.  Many of the world’s best schools still use classical methods.  
Why?  Because they know what works.  From SAT scores to career success, from character to wisdom, 
it happens that the classical method prepares students better than any other form of education.  Take 
Note of the paragraph, “Comment on Lost Tools of Learning”, written by MCS Association president, 
Joe Grant.  He has been faithfully involved with MCS for over 15 years and has recently discovered the 
power of a classical, Christian education.  I was elated and encouraged; and I hope you will be as well.   

⇒ MCSA Annual Meeting:  The Midland Christian School Association will meet on Monday, 
March 3rd, at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria for our Annual Meeting.  The purpose of the MCSA Annual 
Meeting is to adopt the annual budget, approve tuition rates for the upcoming year, discuss topics of 
importance, and elect Association board members. The Association is made up of MCS parents, 
teachers, school board members, association board members, and supporting friends who are interested 
in school operations (see attached list).  The degree to which we have parental involvement and support 
helps determine the degree of success for our educational program.  We are encouraging all parents to 
become Association members and to attend the Annual Meeting.  If you are not a member, you cannot 
vote.  If you would like to become a member, simply fill out an application form in the school office. 

⇒ MCS CELEBRATION BANQUET:  Our MCS Celebration Banquet will be held on Friday, March 
14th, at 7:00 p.m.  It will be important to the success of this event to have plenty of volunteers.  If you 
can help with any of the following jobs, please sign up in the school office or call us at 835-9881 at 
your earliest opportunity.  Also, please begin now to invite friends or relatives who would be interested 
in finding out more about our school.  You will be receiving Banquet tickets in the mail shortly to give 
away.  An RSVP is required to attend.  Thank you so much! 

REGISTRATION TABLE   CHILD CARE   SET-UP 
GREETERS    CHOIR CARE   TEAR-DOWN 
HEAD SERVER    CLERICAL ASSISTANCE 
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⇒⇒  NNOO  SSCCHHOOOOLL  OONN  MMOONNDDAAYY,,  FFEEBB..  1188TTHH!!  
⇒ DRIVEWAY REMINDER:  Please remember when dropping off or picking up children during school 

hours, not to block the driveway in front of the main entrance.  The right side of the drive near the 
sidewalk is to be used only for dropping off or picking up your children, NEVER PARKING.  This is a 
driving lane and must be kept clear at all times.  If you must park briefly and come in for 5 minutes, 
please park on the left side of the driveway.  Please use the main parking lot for longer visits.  Thanks!  

⇒ GOLF/ WALK EVENT:  The spring fundraiser will be Friday, May 9th, and will take on a new look 
this year.  In an effort to involve more MCS families in the event, there will be a fundraising campaign 
that will culminate with a day of celebration including golfing, walking, games, and prizes.  It is an 
opportunity for the entire family to be involved in a fun and exciting experience while investing in the 
future of MCS.  Best of all, your family can participate with little or no out-of-pocket expense.  Watch 
for upcoming announcements so you can stay up-to-date with this thrilling event and decide how your 
family can get involved.  FORE!! 

⇒ GOLF/WALK PRAYER TEAM:  Connie Wieber will be leading the prayer team for the Golf/Walk 
Event and will be sending out weekly prayer updates via email or paper (if you don’t have email).  She 
would like to have some faithful prayer crusaders to join her in this prayer effort.  If you would be 
willing, please email Connie at Connie.wieber@gmail.com or call her at 832-0127.  Thank you! 

⇒ FEBRUARY FOOD DRIVE:  The Student Council is sponsoring a food drive during the month of 
February.  We are collecting non-perishable foods to be donated to the Caregiving Network food pantry, 
a local Christian outreach center.  Each Homeroom: Preschool through 12th grade, will have a box in 
which to collect their donations.  There will be a contest to see which grade or homeroom gathers the 
largest number of donations.  Suggested food items that are needed are:  canned fruits, vegetables, 
soup, and meat; boxed meals, cereal and pasta; peanut butter, jelly/jam, flour, sugar, personal care 
items such a toothpaste, laundry soap, etc.  Your donation will provide help to those in crisis situations 
in Midland County.  Please be generous and thank you in advance! 

⇒ PARENT AUXILIARY MEETING:  The Parent Auxiliary has rescheduled their February meeting to 
be held on Thursday, Feb. 28th, at 1:15 p.m. in Room 8.  There will not be a meeting on March 6th.  If 
you have any questions, please call Alice Fenske at 631-0897. 

⇒ BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION:  Thank you to all of the families who collected Box Tops for 
Education this year!  It looks like we have earned around $140 so far.  The last date for additional box 
tops to be turned in is TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19th, in order to submit them in time.  Place your box 
tops in the drawer next to the school office.  You may continue to save your box tops after that date and 
we will use them next year.  We would also welcome box tops from your relatives and neighbors!  A list 
of all boxed and packaged items from which you can collect the box tops is attached.  If you have 
questions, please call Ann Brune at 832-5764 or email her at dougbrune@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

⇒ JR. STRENGTH TYLENOL NEEDED:  If anyone can donate Junior Strength Tylenol (chewable 
please) to the school office, we would appreciate having a few boxes to get through the rest of the school 
year.  Thank you so much. 
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⇒ BASKETBALL GAME RESCHEDULED:  The boys basketball game with Midland Academy that 
was cancelled due to snow on Feb. 7th has been rescheduled to Thursday, Feb. 21st, to be held at MCS.  
A church meeting is being held at the same time in the cafeteria, so parents please keep your children 
from roaming the halls during the game so they do not disturb this meeting. Thank you. 

⇒ COMMENT ON “LOST TOOLS OF LEARNING” BY JOE GRANT: 
I just read The Lost Tools of Learning, the presentation that became the launching pad for the revival of 
Classical Education.  It just so happens that I have also been reading the Federalist Papers, a collection 
of essays by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay, written to persuade the early states to 
ratify the new constitution. What amazes me is the eloquence, logic, composition and compelling 
rhetoric that these essays contain. It is no wonder, considering that these three gentlemen were all 
schooled in the classical format of the day. In fact, I must note that this was a time when most common 
citizens were aware and involved with community and politics. Then I came to the realization that for 
300 years, we have been living off our past educational capital. It is a daunting task to find politicians 
today who can match the effectiveness of our founding fathers. It is an even tougher task to find 
graduates of our current national educational system that command the capabilities of self instruction, 
logic, reason and debate. I am now convinced more than ever schools that teach by the Classical 
Education Method are making the wisest choice by returning to the discipline of learning that has been 
discarded by educators during this past century. A country is great when its people and leaders are 
great. If greatness is not nurtured and tended, it withers slowly and regardless of attempts to water it, it 
eventually dies. Our education system is the key to rebuilding our nation. One cannot live on past 
capital forever.  Let us open our eyes and return to the classical format of education for the sake our 
children and the nation they will inherit. To read the original presentation of The Lost Tools of 
Learning, visit www.midlandchristianschool-mi.org  

⇒ UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 Sat., Feb. 16 Varsity Boys BB Tournament at Springvale (new) 
  “ Facilities Committee Workday at 9:30 a.m. 
 Mon., Feb. 18  President’s Day – NO SCHOOL 
  MCA and MCSA Joint Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Room 11 (may be rescheduled to Feb. 25) 
 Tue., Feb. 19 MCS BB at Calvary Baptist Academy (5:00 JV boys; 6:15 Var girls; 7:45 Var boys) 
 Thu., Feb. 21 MCS vs. Midland Academy at MCS (6:00 JV boys; 7:15 Var boys) (rescheduled from 2/7/08) 
 Feb. 22-23 ACSI Girl’s BB Tournament at Barry County Christian School in Hastings Township 
 Mon., Feb. 25 Staff Prayer Mtg. at 2:45 p.m.; Elementary and Secondary Teacher Meetings at 3:00 p.m. 
 Wed., Feb. 27 Midterm for 3rd Marking Period 
  “ Education Committee Meeting at 2:45 p.m. in Room 11 
 Thu., Feb. 28 Parent Auxiliary Meeting at 1:15 p.m. in Room 8 
 Feb. 28-29 AuSable Institute Overnight Field Trip for Fifth and Sixth Grades 
 Feb.29-Mar.1 ACSI Boy’s BB Tournament at New Covenant Christian School in Lansing 

 



2007-2008 MCSA Membership List

1 Alexander, Jane
2 Allen, Jay C. & Lonna
3 Beyer, John (Jack) & Nancy
4 Bourdon, Heather
5 Bremmer, Jeff N. & Carol J.
6 Brune, Doug & Ann
7 Cammenga, Andy & Brenda
8 Campbell, Clarence & Laura
9 Capyak, Patricia
10 Cook, Kenneth & Annette
11 Dietsche, Thomas & Laura
12 Dore, Daniel & Sabrina
13 Edwards, Linda
14 Fenske, Mark & Alice
15 Fladeboe, Bruce & Denise
16 Fort, Lanette
17 Giblin, Norborne (Gib) & Caroline 
18 Gillock, Katie
19 Grant, Joe & Michele
20 Greeley, Will & Mary
21 Hazen, Brian & Jamie
22 Junga, Stephen & Barbara
23 Jurkovich,  Daniel & Susan
24 Justice, Flossie
25 Keppel, Timothy & Patricia
26 Krohn, Lerry & Marcy
27 Langrill, Larry & Jean
28 Lyvere, Gary & Kathy
29 McCarron, Kevin & Wilma
30 McCoy, Lee & Jerri
31 Miller, Jon K. & Peggy A.
32 Purdy, Adele
33 Reese, Clifford & K.J.
34 Reist, Tim & Vonnie
35 Robbins, Ty & Carianne
36 Rowlands, Justin (Craig) & Leigh Ann
37 Sarafolean, David & Rhonda 
38 Schweinsberg, Michael & Janis
39 Sharpe, Roger & Vicki
40 Shearer, William & Heidi
41 Sinke, Jerry & Dolores
42 Spicer, William & Martina
43 Stewart, Gregory
44 Stewart, Kathleen
45 Swart, Daniel & Ruthann
46 Sweet, Randy & Laura
47 Topolewski, Chelsea
48 Tusim, Terry
49 VanderKamp, Steve & Joyce
50 Vanderkooi, William N. & Lorna M.
51 VanDerWende, Ken & Marijane
52 Walker, Jesse & Mary Anne
53 Warner, Bryan & Sandra
54 Williams, Darla
55 Wiltshire, Gary & Paula
56 Wolf, Byron & Wendy
57 Zook, Bob & Kathy




